
	

TURKMENISTAN

Stephen Codrington is the author or co-author of 59 
books, mainly books that focus on his life-long passion 
for Geography.

Following a highly successful career over 25 years as the 
Head of several international schools in three continents 
and a teacher of Geography and Theory of Knowledge in 
five countries, Stephen now works as an educational 
consultant, specialising in supporting school boards to 
be more effective.

Stephen is a former President of both the Geographical 
Society of New South Wales and the Geography 
Teachers' Association of New South Wales (twice), as 
well being current Treasurer of The Geographical 
Society.  His work has taken him to 140 countries.  He 
maintains a website with details of his travel diaries at 
www.stephencodrington.com.

Stephen’s earlier talks to the Traveller’s Club:
• 1989 - Eastern Europe and the USSR
• 1990 - Change in the Highlands of Irian Jaya
• 1992 - The former Soviet Union today
• 1994 - Bolivia
• 1996 - Hidden Burma
• 2005 - Mali - the Jewel of West Africa
• 2006 - North Korea - the world’s least known, least 

understood country
• 2007 - Iceland - Land of Ice and Fire
• 2008 - China’s Ancient Tea Horse Route 
• 2009 - Ethiopia - cradle of humanity
• 2010 - Guardians of the Red Sea (Yemen, Eritrea and 

Djibouti)
• 2011 -  Middle East Hotspots (Iraq, Israel, Lebanon, 

Palestine, Syria)
• 2012 - Last Threads of the Iron Curtain - Transnistria 

and North Korea’s border regions
• 2013 - Iran - what is it really like?
• 2014 - Beyond Siberia - Russia’s Wild Far East - 
• 2015 - Tunisia and Algeria - Springs of the Arab Spring
• 2016 - The African Sahel - Mali, Niger, Burkina Faso
• 2017 - Three Pacific Micronations - Kiribati, Nauru, Palau
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Turkmenistan

TO HELP WITH CATERING, PLEASE RETURN THIS 
BOOKING FORM BY THURSDAY 6TH JULY 2017

Perhaps the world capital of ‘weirdness’, Turkmenistan is best 

described as the merging of Pyongyang with Las Vegas.  

Stephen’s talk will open up this astonishingly beautiful - and 

weird - country, including many surprises, such as the world’s 

largest indoor ferris wheel, the world’s only gas craters, a 

personality cult that might make Stalin blush, deserts, 

mountains, ancient cities and fortresses, a specially built 

tourism resort with everything except tourists, buildings 

shaped like cigarette lighters, and a capital city that is being 

entirely reconstructed with white marble.

Lying at the crossroads of the Silk Road, Turkmenistan’s past 

includes guest appearances by Alexander the Great, Genghis 

Khan and Tamerlane as well as Imperial Britain and Tsarist, 

Bolshevik and Soviet Russia.  But none of that colourful 

history compares with Turkmenistan’s unique character today.  

Simply put, it’s a very weird but fascinating place that 

deserves to be far better known.

Please post or send an e-mail message to:

The Executive Officer, Geographical Society of NSW

Locked Bag 1797 Penrith  NSW  2751

Phone : (02) 4736 0959                                                  E-mail:  b.bate@uws.edu.au

Name(s): .............................................……........…………………………………………………………………………….……....................

Address:.............................................……..................................……………………………..…..........……..........................................…..

.............................................……........................................…………………………………...…….............................................……....................

I (we) will be attending the talk on 9th July, and I (we) understand that I (we) need 

to pay $10 entry fee to cover the cost of catering when I (we) arrive.

Number of people attending = ……………...……...........

We meet in the Irvine Room on the 1st floor at Norths from 2:30pm for 
drinks and snacks.  The presentation starts at 3:00pm.
At Norths, there are 30 surface parking places in front of the building, plus hundreds more 
free places in the multi-storey car park (entrance from Palmer Street).  The 4th (top, open) 
level is the same level as the ground floor of Norths with a direct walkway.  There are 
stairs and an elevator to the Irvine Room on the 1st floor.
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